[ FORM OF FUNDRAISING LETTER FOR TEAM SAMANTHA MEMBERS TO USE WITH THEIR FRIENDS ]
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Dear Friends,
On May 23, 2010, I will be joining Team Samantha for the 2009 “Geared Up for Kids” Ride.  Team Samantha is named in honor Samantha Janower, who was diagnosed with a brain tumor six years ago at the age of three and is the daughter of our good friends, Cindy and Andrew Janower (AJ).

Today, Samantha is 9 years old, having previously undergone neurosurgery and 27 months of chemotherapy.  At this point her tumor is considered inoperable, and the remaining available treatment alternatives are increasingly experimental, toxic or both. 
Through the course of their journey as a cancer family, the Janowers have been disappointed to learn that their daughters tumor type, while the most common form of pediatric brain tumor, is an “orphan disease” in the medical research field, suffering from a doom loop whereby a lack of historical funding has led to low researcher interest in the disease, thereby perpetuating a depressing lack of progress in treating this disease relative to other forms of childhood cancer.  

Over the past five years, their family has made tremendous progress in breaking this cycle by organizing a workshop of leading scientists to develop a road map to help cure this disease, establishing the leading web site focused on this tumor type, and, creating and funding, along with four other similarly situated families, the first dedicated research program in the country focused on this disease at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute.  In January 2007, Team Samantha was profiled in the Wall Street Journal for its leading role in helping to change the course of research into this disease (a copy of that article and other background information on Samantha’s situation can be found at www.TeamSamantha.org). 
In short, Team Samantha is making progress, but much more remains to be done if the Janowers are to succeed in their race to fund research which leads to better, less toxic treatments for Samantha and other similarly situated children.  Please consider joining me and/or donating to sponsor me as I ride with Team Samantha on May 23rd, by doing the following:

Go to http://TeamSamantha.GearedUpForKids.org 
1. If you would like to ride or volunteer for the event, click on “Join Team” 
2. If you would like to sponsor me, scroll down the team roster until you see my name and then click on my name

3. Enter donation amount and then click on “Continue”

Additionally, please feel free to pass this letter along if you know of other people who might be interested in joining Team Samantha.
On behalf of Samantha and my own family, I deeply appreciate your support for these efforts and hope to be able to count you as a “member” of Team Samantha is spring.  

Sincerely,
�





Samantha Janower








